GALA | DU years 0) walklilg
the talk to help the arts

Continued from Page 1

a spotting scope, looking for
an oyster reef in the Lafay-
ette River.

“If people would grow
oysters, we would be able to
clean the Chesapeake Bay
again,” Cooper says.

Not surprisingly, Cooper
has grown oysters for 30
years to help the bay, be-
cause Cooper always, al-
ways, always walks the talk,
whether it is shellfish or

arts education.

Tonight, the Virginia Sym-
phony League and Young Au-
diences of Virginia will hold
abenefit gala in her honor at
the Norfolk Yacht and Coun-
try Club, celebrating her 50
years of arts advocacy in
Hampton Roads.

Born in Mississippi, Coo-
per grew up surrounded by
music and art, and her first
job after college was with
a music company in New
York City. She came to Nor-

band joined his brother in
a law firm, and she quickly
became involved with arts
education.

“I've been involved ever
since,” she said, and what
she means is that she’s been
president or chairwoman or
on the boards of multiple or-
ganizations, multiple times.
Her resume is so impressive
that the Cultural Alliance of
Hampton Roads named its
annual art educator award
for her.

“Inever met anybody quite
like her,” said Marty Ein-
horn, a member of the Young
Audiences board of direc-
tors. “What Minette has dem-
onstrated to me, ever since

What Celebrate! - a gala
benefit to support education
programs of the Virginia
Symphony Orchestra and
Young Audiences of Virginia,
and to honor Minette Cooper °

When 5:30 p.m. today

Where Norfolk Yacht and
Country Club, 7001 Hampton
Blvd., Norfolk

Cost $150 a person

our first conversation, is just
an unbelievable passion for
the arts, from an education-
al standpoint.”

Others have compared

ny, and called her a Pied Pip-
er. Cooper says, simply: “If
you ask people, they will vol-
unteer.”

Sheis frustrated by cuts in
arts education; “Every ma-
jor employer says the skills
they want are the skills the
arts teach,” Cooper said, cit-
ing the ability to work with
a group, to critique oneself,
to keep }rying, to think out-
side the box. “When we cut
out the arts, we cut down on
creativity.”

Cooper’s house is filled
with artwork and awards.
But what tickles her fancy
- a lot - is an animatfonic
Dean Martin with an over-
sized head that stands on a

the push of a button, Martin
sings “That’s Amore,” and
Cooper dances alongside,
also singing. Then she brings
out a plush dog dressed as a
gondolier that sings Elvis’
“It’s Now or Never,” com-
plete with quivering lip, and
a bear that sings opera.

“Isn’t that fun?” Coo-
per says from the loveseat,
where she is directing.

It’s unexpected, but she
makes her point about keep-
ing the arts accessible and
enjoyable.

Minette Cooper always
does.
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